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ſhould ng uldew beabaſec eating oſeciaſy (hee did it 
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her, and to h& words and voice. Burt the Text here ſhewes , 


thatno ſuch excuſe could free him from the toul Raine of finne 


inprcyesgt thee righteous judge ofall c h. For 
as the eating irfelfe Prerary ro s Commargmentr, ſv the 
hearkning tothe yoyce of his wife, and reſpeitig her and her 


| pratraign more thgn thy Mogler God: aidtÞ his Clyjargg” 


ain, andan heavi pm rm ny ey all 
many grievo owes an him an is poſteri- 
ts Yeaapd $khick alla, as 2 poſmekr of pore 
greſſioris ; Becauſe thou haſt hearkyed (faith God) to the voyce of 
thy wife, 698. 'Garled'is the ground for thy ſake. * The conſides 
L 19 gruetall Doctrine, 


ration whereof offers.to us 


That no affe&ion or reſpe& to any man, no word, come 
reatning of greateſt Kings and Potencates, no per» 
ſwaſion of them that are muſt neere and deare, no importunity 


oof them roryom men are moſt obliged in love and duty for 
ou 


rs, can excuſeany/t which thereby they 


| nor the doets,of ſuch an a&, fromthe 


C3 WT many great 
[990 + OTE doe againk the commandement of God, from 
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gfeat and ri 
vf Juſtice, pronouncgth 


he toule ine of 
pu e of ſinfull tranſgreſion+ or *d expreſſe it in fewer words 
iefly, No affe&ion of one mano another, whether feare or 
ead of Superiours, or reverence of Benefaors, or love of 
them'thaz are moſt neer and deare; can excuſe af parſe trim 
pon. nd yet ee nt when by them heis mo 
wae'to doc thing which God-hatti forbiddetyan his Pprd 
} 211 5X9 00 D&r? 3373 L Y0;0 101} ,”' 


and Liv. | | 
; fans ſuch afejonor reſþet coul$ excuſe any unlawfull* 
aft before God, then had Ademvexcuſe been very good þ — 
the reaſons beforenamed, ( vi.) becauſe hee did cate by the 
GS SITE DSS 
| y faite ſinful 'of all hi ity can'be 
worthy ofz:ofr theznd4Fany orher®: Bur this ex- 
cafe was of no with God (a5 heere wee'ſee '} that 
teous Judges: whoſe will is Law y and the rule 
'himgailey/and worthy of death; =_ 


(3) OY 
of all the paines, ſorrowes and puniſhments which are ex= -/ f 
preſſed inthis verſe,and the two next tollowing:And this God 
15 no reſpeRer of perſons, but moſt juſt to all withour part- 
ality to any herefore this Doctrine holds moſt true 
firme and ſure, among all nien, even all Adams poſterity. of all 
ages>and inall Nations of the World. 
For. the further illuſtration-whereof,, and confirming of 
"our hearts in the truth and ſtedfaſt beliefe of ir, wee have the 
laine word and teſtimony of God himſelfe in his Law, Deut. 
13. Where hee gives a ſtrict charge to all his people, under y-b.- Fi , 
greateſt penalties, to take heede, that neither reverence and 
reſpe& of extraordinary Prophets which have certainely fore=- Fp 
told þefore-hand things which atterwards have come to paſſe, | 
nor the love and affection of any one to his brother, the fonne | 
of his Mother, or to his wife which lyeth in his boſome, 
doe at any time draw them into the cranſ{greſlion of his Law 
by, worſhipping other Gods :. And.it a whole City be ſeduced 
by ſome wicked perſon, and drawne to ſerve ſtrange Gods, 
and the people thereof be tound ro commit Idolatry,(in which 
Caſes many are moved and drawwne our of affe&ion and reſpect, 
Some t9 Superiours, ſome to Parents or Maſters, ſome to Huſ- 
bands, or Wiver, or Brethren, or Friends, and. Benefaftors ) the | 
Lord declares-all to. bee deeply guilty ,. foulely tained, and 
worthy ef death , out of whar afte&ion.or reſpet ſoever they 
are drawne to ſerve Falſe Gods, and adjudgech chem all tothe 
ſword ; Forhe commanderh the whole Nation of his people, 
todeſtroy every foule therein with the edge of the Sword, 
and to burne all the ſubſtance thereof as a curſed thing , 
and, to make the Citie an. heape , for a terrour to all 


tome 
= \ 
s = 


2 II TS _ 


»# 


- G=wwya—n 


EE 


———— 
— 


CC EET IEEE I_— 
py * -- 


ers. 
.." Thus wee fee God in his Law admits no excuſe or ples 
for the. breach of his Commandement, wherher men plead, 
that the feare and Commandement of Superiours, (as Judges, 
iſtrates, Parents, or Maſters, or love and reſpect of Hus- 
s, Wives, Brechren, BenefaRors, and deareſt Friends, or 
reverence of extraordinary Prophets, and Teachers eſteemed 
for-men of God) did move and perſwad2 them, chey ſhall noc 
be found nor. judged innocent. And to this purpoſe are 10 
thoſe words of God in the body of the mora!l Law in the 1 (\ 
ſecond Precepr, where he forbids making of any Image, 4 
of any thing in Heaven or Earth, to bow downe to 1t, 
or 49 worſhup ic, as beiog a fuailicude of hin, or a ligne of his 
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divine power and preſence ; I am (faith he) a jealous God, and 
viſit the finnes of the Fathers upon the children 20 the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me, -Marke the- words ; Furſt, the 
Lord lauth, I am ajealous God, Now jealoufie is the indignd- 
tion and wrath ot ſome perfon againſt thoſe who with-hold 
and with-draw from him thatleve and reſpeR which is dueta 
him, and beſtow ic on others'who doenor deſerve it, and to 
whom1tis not due: As for example 5; whena wife beſtowes 
the love and affe&tion due to her husbandupon other men, 
this provokes him to jealouſie, and fills him with anger and 
andigvation againſt her and her lovers. phy | 

Here God compares himſelfe to ſuch a perſon ; ſaying, 
I am a jealous God, which is all one in effec, as if' hee had 
laid, 1 am the Lord, the Creator of all things, there is no 
God beſides me, no religious or divine worſhip is to be given 


co any but ro me alone ; and thereture, whoſoever gives ſuch © 


3 


honour-to-any befides me, and doth breake any of my Com- 
mangdements our of feare, loye, or other affeRion and reſpe& 
to any creature: whatſoever , hee proyokes meto jealouſie : 
Andthen, what followes *- I will (faith he) viſit the ſinnes of 
the Fathers upon the children to the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that thus hate me. = 


Jin + Penh Nuw the meaning of theſe words is not, that hee will pu. 


nth 


{7 'iſh the innocent children for the -- gned br che Parents, For 


hee is the righteous Judge of all the earth, hee will not de» 
ſroy the righteous and innocent 'with 'the wicked and the 
guilty, Gen.8. 25. He himſelfe proteſteth with an oath, T hat 
the Father ſhall nor dye for the Child, .nor the Child forthe 
Father, tor all. foules ſaith hee) are mine, the ſoule of the 


 Childas well as the ſoule of the Father, Ezek. 38. How then 


can this ſaying ſtand, that he will viſit the finnes ofthe Fa» 
thers on the Children co the third and fourth generation 9 
Surely the meanivg is, Thar becauſe men often times hve tg 
{ce their Children and their Childrens childrento- thethurd 
a'id fourth generation, and it they be wicked [dolaters, haters 
of the trye God, they are examples of &fill ro their Chil- 
dren, and by exhortations , commandemeEnts, and examples 
draw ſuch Children to' commir. the ſame ſinngs,, and'their 
Children are led by affection and reſpe& of theixevill wayes. 
And hence it is that the Fathers ſinnes becomesAthe fines of 
their children, and the finnes which the Children commit in 
imitation, and by the pertwaſton of their Fathers, CCS 
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the fins of the Fathers :And it is no excuſe of theChildren;that 
the example,and their reſpe of their Parents did draw them 


' tofollow their wayes,but the Lord in fury and jealouſie will 


proceed againſt chem as hatefull ſinners, and will viſit their 

finnes upon them : And leaſt any ſhould thinke or imagine, 

that the juſtice of God is not ſo ſtrift in this point now under 

the Goſpel, bur che rigour thereof is much remitted : Wee 

have a moſt cleare teſtimony from the mouth of the chieteſt 

Evangelicall Preachers and Publiſhers of the Goſpel; the 

holy Apoſtles, wherewith joyne conſent and one voyce they 

proreſt, chat they might not for feare of men, nor upon the 
commands and threatnings of the chiefe Rulers in the Church 
and State of Iſrael tranſgreſſe the Commandement of Chri?, 
and by obeying men, ditobey God, As 4.19. and g.29. Yea, 

chough their preaching of the Coſpel publikely in the Tem« 
ple. ( as the Angel commanded chem from God, AAs 5. 20.) 
and to all the people in a!l publike Aſſemblies aud their pro- 
claiming of che Lord Chriſt whom Plate by inſtigation of the 
06 ages and Elders had condemned, crucified ,and flaine}) 
and their declaring of him to be the juſt and holy one of God, 
and the Redeemer promiſed to the Fathers, was no leſſe then 
Scandalum Magnatum in the higheſt degree, for hereby they 
brought the bloud of Chriſt on Pilate the Chiefe Governour 
of the Romans, and on them the chiefe Rulers of the people, 
and in that reſpeR they did out of State-policie charge them, 
and Nraightly command them, not to preach any more in the 
Name of Chriſt, as our Saviour had commanded them,Mzth. 
28. 19. Yet Peter and the reſt of the Apoſtles anſwered reſo- 
lately, We ought ro obey God rather then you ; and they ap= 
pealed to themſelves (though moſt unjuſt adverſaries) rojudge 
whether ict were not right ſoto doe : And therefore it is as 
great a ſinne now under the Goſpel, as it was under the Law, 
ro breake Gods Commandements, for feare, or any other 
affeFion or reſpeft of men, or upon the commandements and 
threatnings of the greateſt Kings and Potencates. 

If you will yet ſee this Truth made more cleare and mani- 
feſt, look inco-the examples of thoſe ſeverall perſons, and alſs 
of thoſe multitudes of people which are noted for great fin- 
ners, and were moſt ſeverely puniſhed for doing wicked as, 
contzary.-tcothe Law of God, out of obedience to their Rulers, 
and at the commandement of their Kings who had power and 


authority over them ; the holy Scriptures afford many ex- 
14 amples 
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(6) 
amples of this kind in ſeverall places, where they commend 
Subzects aud Children for retuling to obey their Superiours 
and Parents in things which theycommanged againſt the Law 
of God ; and condemne- others..tor obeying ſuch: wicked 
commandemeats out of Feare, or for any other reſpe&. 

When King Saul commanded Tonathan his ſonne and alt his 
ſervants that chey ſhould wait for an opportunity to ſlay David 
his innocent ſervant and ſoune in Law,.and Gods great. and 
Noble Champion, he had a-taire pretenceof, State-policie for 
it (to wit, that Daviddid Rewle away the hears of his people, 
and aſpired to the Kingdome, and fought to depoſe him and ro 
dilinheric his ſonnes : Rae becauſe Jonathan feared God; hee 
would not obey kis Fatheran murchering an my res pong 
tu Gods Law, buc uſed all meanes that he could devyiſe to diſ- 


CH C cover his Fathers wicked purpoſes to David, and to rekenng 
him out of his cruell hands. and this diſobeying of the ware 


and threatnings of the King, his Father commanding him to 
lay an innocent, is highly commended in Jonathan, and recor= 
ded for his praiſe and honour inthe, Holy Hiſtory, 1 Sam. 1 9. 
So likwiſe we read that Jonathan did ignorantly breake his Fa- 
thers rafh and foolifh vow-before he knew it, by cating hovey 


Which Gadunexpettedly offered to him when hee was: faint 


and weary 4n his purſuit of the Phihſtsnes, whom hee and his 
Armour. bearer had rowted and ap to flight, and thereby 
brought great deliverance to Iſrael; and when King Saul his 
Father for this a done out of inuicible igaorance, adjudged 
him to deaths and ſwore with a great oath, that hee ſhould 
dye 3 he people of 1ſrael his Subjeets fearing God more then 
his anger, did not onely abhorre the a&, and refuſe to yeeld to 
bis commandement, which had ſome thew.and — of 
Religion, but alſo did ſtand out and oppoſe themſelves againſt 
it, and did fayeandreſcue Jonathen out of his hands , ſaying, 
Ged forkid that Jonathan ibould dye, As the Lord liveth there sball 
nt one. haire fall from his bead 20, the ground , for bee bath wroughe 
1th God this day, 1, Sam. 14. 45- Which ech of theirs im- 
plies, , that it had been .2 great ſinne to lay Jonathens as Saul 
their King commanded, or to ſuffer him to dye for ſuch a 
caule. | 

Burt the moſt P/egnans example of all is that of Doeg the 
Edenute, Sauls chiefe Heardſ-man, 1- Sam. 22, where wee read 


that when King Saul cornmanded the men of his Guard{whom 
hac bad obliged co hin by many preferinents and gifts , br 
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his upbraiding words in the feaventh verſeſeeme to imply,thar 


theythould flay the:Lords innocent Preiſts 'whome he out of 
falſe and urjult ſulpition and jelouly ſuppoſed to conſpire with 
Devid agaiuitt him, they wonld nor put forth their hands to fall 
rhem; as the Texrlaith verſe. 17. and Doeg the Edomite 
who acthe Kings Cummandement flue the Preiits and mang- 
ted and murthered their wives,. and children and innocent 
Sucklings, arid like a blowdToppeetſing Tyrant ſpovied their 
City and all their ſubſtance, is by che Spirit of God in the 
mouth ot Deved curſed with moſt dread&full curſes,though hee 
did 'th;c{e things in obedience to the King his Lord,upon whole 
favour all his prefermeac did depend, the ſentence of judge- 
ment paſſed upon him, Pal. 52. that God would deſtroy him 
for ever, pluck him out of his dwelling, and root him out, of 
the Landobelrvingy doth moſt plainely thew, that his A& 
was amoſt heinous finne and wickedneſle. 
-4thike manner when Teroboam commanded the Iſraelites who 
hadcholten him for theirKing, ro worſhip God who brought 
them our of Agype in the Images of golden Calves, fuch as 
Aaron iad betore made at Mount Horeh, it is ſaid inthe Text, 
that he niade them to finne, his Commandoment did not ex- 
cuſe ther; ## their worſhip of Images, neither did God ſpare 
to puni{ythem for ity but (as the Prophet Hoſea teſtitieth, cap, 
5.11.) Ephraim, (that is, the Iſraelstes of the ten Tribes) was 
oppreſſed and broken'tnjudgement, becaulche willingly wal- 
ked after the Commandement (thar is) of Ieroboam, and alſo ot 
Baazha, and other wicked Kings, who.walked inthe wayes of 
Ierobeam, and made Iſ}aet to finue. And although Omri, Ahab, 
and lez«bel were crmell Fyrants, and by Statutes, thrannicall 
commands, terrours,/ threatnings, and laughter of the Lords 
Prophets, teachers of Gods true worſhip, did not onely draws 
but drive and force 1]rael their people and ſubjeRs ro worſhip 
Baatl, yer this excuſed nor the peoples'[d6larry, but the Lord 
chieafe rb them bythe Prophet Micha 6.x 6. becauſe they 
the Statues of O93, and walked m the counſets and _ 
Sf the houſe of 4bub, theretore hee wilt makethe Land a de- 
folation/-andiatl Hilſiog and reproach; and fortheir'forfaking 
of Gods e6venant;and worſhipping of Baal,'$dols and Groves, 
Era thie' wan of -God-accuterh chem all as $reat offenders 
deeply'gaitty, ſaying, The Childrewef Iſrael have forſaken thy Co- 
venant and broken downe thine Altars, 1 King. 19+ 14. God. 
inkis an{wer'to Ekabs dcculation __ npng txom the gull 
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of theſe ſtnnes inall Iſrael; bur onely thoſe ſeveyen thonſand 
men who had not been drawne by the cetrours, threatuingss, 
and cruell commands of Ahab and lezatel to worſhip Baal, but 
had kept their knees from bowing to him, and their mouthes 
from kifling lum as we ſee verſ. 1 8. What man can plead more 
plaufible tor any diſobedience to any Commandement of Gods 
then the man of God which came from Iudah to Bethel to pro- 
pheſie againſt Texoboams Altags,m gad tor his cating bread 
and drinking water 1n thatwicked [dolatrous place, contrary 
ro Gods particular Commandement givento him ; Fuſt, the 
thing forbidden, was a matter in it ſelfe very indifferent, there 
was no appearance of any evillin ic , fo-long as he did not 
eate and drinke with infe&ious and infamous Idolaters which 
_ be a ſuare and ſcandall to him : Secondly, his reſolution 
an 


endeavour to keep this Ce ne-was-ſuch that 
when King Ieroboam thankfully wa im to cate and\drinke 
out of kindnefſe tor healing his withered hand,he could norbe 


' overcome with any intreaty, Nor promile of great gifts and re» 


wards, Thirdly, when he was ſeduced and drawne toeate and 
drinke in the place forbidden, it was the authority of the old 
Prophe: and hiseeſpe& to his words which be confidently at- 
firmed to be the words of God which perſiwaded him to re- 
rurne with him and to eare bread with him ; and yer all chis 


to Gods Commandement given to him, for God preſently 
makes the old Prophet which deceived him, a Meſſenger of 
death to declare unta him his untimely death for his diſobe- 


ery mans obedience, -bac w UPON an. 
Creature, Or by any perſwafion-doth craalgreſſe apy Pregeye or 


Gods juſt Tribunal * Saul» letters from the riefts which 
=_ hics a Coopaaiicon and ambories repo tenet. Chriſtans. 
ee cated (on hong hedutic in ignoranenand 
blind zealppfor he calls himſelfſe of finners for char. 
a& of curion, x Fin. 1. 25, Buy (hol it needleſſe to ſpend 
tine in reherſing more examples ©o prove thisdoRtrinexthough. 
2 fre 
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iris of all DoArines the chiefeſt and moſt neceſſary to be bee 
teeved, continually kept in mind, and obſerved of all 4dems 
poſterity. I will onely adde one ftrong and invincible argue 
ment and demonſtration to convince all wen of the truth there» 
of grounded upon divers {olid principles of Reaſon and Re- 


Firſt, it is 8 thing which none but Atheiſts can or will deny, 
that when any creature ſtands in competitien with God, 
and ſeekes to bee reſpetted and obeyed before God, and 
to have his demands and commands veelded unto, which are 
contrary to the will and Law of God, as he inthat caſe ſeckes 
to rob God of his duc honour and glory, and to exalc himſclfe 
above God,which is Luciferzan pride & rebellion; fo they who 
in ſuch a caſe obey him,whether tor feare,or love,or any reipe& 
and affection in athing contrary to any Word or Commandes 
ment of God, they do und&þredly rob God of hjs glory and 
of the hunour which properly belougs to him, fi . od 8s the 
Creator of all things, and giver of being, lite and brearh to all 
creatures ſeverallv, who alfo upholds and preſerves them all in 
being and well being, and tuſtaines them by his providence ; fo 
he is the chiefe Father of all, worthy to be reſpected,loved,and 
obeyed above all other Parents and Benefattors, who are bur 
inſtruments of his bounty, and (ſubordinate meanes of our be- 
ing and other benefits : He alſo by the right both of Creation, 
and alfo of redemption is the chiefe King, Lord, owner and 

offeſfor of all things um heaven and earth, to whom all hearts, 
| wr wills, deſires and affections ought to be ſubj<& and obe« 
dient in all chings,and at all times. Beſfides,if we conlider God 
in himſelfe as he is revealed in his word and workes to be the 
one only crue Jehovah, eternall,omnipotent,immortal,immu- 
cable, infinite in goodnefſe, bounty, wiſdome, mercy, juſtice, 
faichfulneſſe and truth, moſt mighty wiſe and prudent to or- 
der, rule and governe all the world, moſt bountifull ro reward 
all obedience, and moſt juſt to puniſh, and dreadfull and 
terrible in revenging all diſobedience againſt his Word 
and Law ; Wee cannot but acknowledge and confeſle , 
that hee' is the ſupreame ' Lord of all Lords , King of 
Kings » and the eternally bleſſed and onely Potencate , 
who is in all things to bee obeyed above all , and be- 
fore all; and all Lords, Kings, Fathers, and BenetaQors 
are to bee obeyed @nely wn and _ tim as hus Subſticuces , 


2 . Cubords 


Re: ſom, 


————__— — —_—— 


a 


Fe x3 


” ” Fa 
Bet ys anc —_ ——_——_—_ {oro 


(10) 

fubordinate Vicegerents, Stewards, and Meſſengers, wholoe=- 
ver doe, out of feare, love, or any affeion and reipet to any: 
creature, doe any thing contcary to his kdne will, word and. 
commandement, they rob him of his hondur and glory, ſer up- 
the creature above the Creator, and make it their God, which 
muſt needes by all reaſonable men be confeſſed co be a molk: 
heinous and grievous ſinne worthy of Gods wrath and all pu- 
nifſhments. This is the ſolid argument and.invincible demon=- 
ration which fully proves the De&rine/ which 1 will briefly. 
reduce into the ſtrict torme of a Sylogilme, thus , 


TPhoſoever robs the King: and Lordef Lords, the bleſſed and onely. 
Potentate and eheife Father and Authour of all being, goodueſſe, and 
bounty, by taking from him. the honour and glory which doth properly 
belong to bim, and ſett«th up the creature and ſervant above bu Lord 
and Creator, be # guilty of moſt heinous ſumnne and tran{greſſin. 

Every one who out of feare, love , of any affeiion and reſpe& to any 
creature, doth any a contrary to the revealed will, word, and Come. 
mandement of God, robbeth thereby. God the fupream Lord, King, Fa- 
ther, and Benefatior, and ſetteth up the creature and ſeruant above bu. 
Lord and Creator. 

Thereftre he is guilty in-this of bemzous finne and tranſprefſion ; and. 
by conſequence it followeth neceffarily, that («s thu Dotirine teacheth) 
wo feare, 1p, or cammandement of earthly Potentates,no love, or- 
reſpett of Parents and. Benefattors can free from the faule ſlame of ſinne 
- ay, at, which they draw men to doe contrary to the Commandemens 
0 


This'Dotrine is of ſpeciall uſe : - Firſt, to admonith all 
Gods peoplero be careftull and diligent above all re. know and 
acknowledge Godarighe, and to fer their hearcs and affeRQions. 
chiefly on ham asthe 1tupreme Lord-and- Father of all,. and che 
chiete Author and-Fountaine of all gaodnefſe, and to put on a 
{ecled reſolutionto obey all his Commandements, though all 
the world ſhould perſwade &'command.them-ro the courrary. 
Jr is erue that Kings, Rulers, and Pecentates of the world are 
fer up by Gad co rule by him' andi under him, as his Yice-ge- 
rents, Stewards, and Meffengers, and att men. who are under, 
them, - efpeciaily Chriſtians ( Gods free and. williag people) 
oughttogive them all honour and reverence, and to teare ant 
obey chem for conſcience fake inand under God ; the very law 
af-Nacure buds all mea cs love, reyereace , honour and ny 
el 
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their Parents and Benefaors, who are Gods inſtruments 05 
their being and well being ;, and not onely. Civility and the 
Common Law of Nations bindes men to honour and re{pect 
them. who are honourable in wiſdgome, gravity, and authority, 
but Religion and Gods Word teach. men to honour and affect 
fuch as are Prophets, Preachers, Embaſladours and Meſſen- 
gers of God unto them :' Bur yer all theſe are to be loved, 
teared. honoured and reipetted inand.under God, and with 
feare, love, and affettion ſubordinate to the feace, love, and 
affetion which they have cowards God above all ; Where + 
fore let ail Gods people take heed-and beware, and carefully 
looke to it, that they give not too much way to humane pat- 
fions and affections by regarding and reſpefting; ſecgndary 
meanes and interiour cauſes more then God the tirtt and chicte 
cauſe, Author and Fountaine of all bleflings, or by acculto= 
ming theraſelves to elteeme treo highly, or te love, teare and 
admure too exceflively the perſons of men, how great, wikez 
and learned, or how a1midble and honourable foever rhev ap- 
peare in their eyes ; 1t men once give way fo tar to the reve= 
rence, awe, teare, and dread of earthly Kings, Rulers and Po- 
tentates, that they become more affraid ot their faces, angry 
Countenances, menacing and threatnings, then oft the terrours 
ot Gods Law and. of his wrathtull judgements ; this is thas 
which will draw.them eq diſobey Gods Wordand Law, out 
of reſpeR,to mortall megyanbwill bring them under the ſtains 
and guilt of unecuſable-ſaaye laid open in this Text and Do- 
Rt: ine.: So likewile excevivelove, carnall affection, and re- 
ſpe of Parents and BenetaRors ( while men ſet theit eves and 
hearts on the things which are viſible andſen6ible, and onthe 
outward-meanes more then en.the mnvyifible hand, power and 

oodneſſe of God ) may.ealily ſupplant them and makethem 

all in like ſort into heinous finne and inexculable tranſgreſfion: 
But moſt GanYerous of al}is chat ſuperſticious feare, reverence 
and refpe& which men ont of blind and undiſcrect zeale with» 
out knowledge. doe ſhew to fuch as are..fer'over them ro:rvle 
and direct them 1nthings which concerne God, Religioh, and 
pine, and hold theglace of Prophets, Meſſengers, Bi- 

10pþ, Wiſe. Paſtors.and learned. Feachers itrGods Charch ; 
whes menare ſoenthtalled in their wills, and become Slaves 
jn cheir affe&ions, that they are ready to beleeve and embrace 
whatloeyer, they hold and teach without proofe from Gods 
Word, or examination of ——_— by the word or — 
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with the word and rule of Faith, oy are in the high way re 
horrible aud dangerous errours and diſobedience to the Law 
et God, into which whoſoever fall being led by immoderate 
affe&ion and more then due reſpe& to any perſons whatſoever 
he may here learne from Gods proceeding againſt Adam { the 
common Father and root of all mankinde ) that Sod will admit 
no excuſe for breaking any of his Commandements our of any 
reſpe&, or any feare,reverence,love vr affection to any perfons, 
how great, wiſe, learned, honourable or ajmiable ſoever they 
appeare to him. As Adem by his excuſe could not turne awa 
che guilt. and puurſhmenr ot his dobedience, bur had a curſe 
laid on the ground, and all paines, ſorrowes and death it ſelfe 
on himſelfe and all his poſterity: So it ſhall fare with all Adams 
feed and childreaa the like cale For there is no reſpe&t of per- 
fons with God. 


VÞ 2. f Secondly, this Doktrine diſcovers unto us abundance of er- 


ror in the judgements, and iniquity inthe prattice of many 
worldly-wiſe and learned men, eſpecially in thoſe State-poli= 
titigns, admirers of worldly power, greatneſſe and authorityy 
who doe thinke and hold, that they may lawfully doe things 
commanded by ſuch as have the ruleover them, without ex- 
amining whether they be allowed or torbidden in the Law of 
God!]f Kings and great Potentates command them under great 
pm—_— lofle of goods, liberty, or lives, torturing, impri- 
ning and death-ro make [mage$8$£God, and to bow down te 
images and Altars of wood and tent, aud to pragice ſuperſti- 
tious will-worſhip,or to do as proud and potent Nebuchadnezar 
commanded all his people co worthip his Image under paine of 
burning to athes in an hot firie Furnace: Or if a law and decree 
were.made (like that. which Darivzs made by the advice of his 
wicked and malicious Princes)foraſnare to Gods pevple, for- 
bidding the true worſhip of God. It is the common opinion of 
felt-conceited woildlings abundartly wiſe and politick in their 
own opinton;that there 15 no danger in obeyingzno feare of un- 
excuſable fin, and that they who are afraid ro obey ſuch come 
mands,and co ſtirre their conſciences with guilt of ſin by brea- 
kibg Gods Law, are roo fcrupulous, worthy of contempt; yea 
chatchey are nz2d men,who in ſuch caſes wil hazard their lives, 
goods, of liberty. But the 3. faichfull ſervants of God, full of 
che holy Spirit were of a contrary opinion and reſolution, (as 
Day. 3.) Though Nebuchadnczar was a mighty Potenrate, and 
had highly pxomoted them co honour and dignity, and the 
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(17) 
thing which he commanded was only to fall downe and wor= 
ſhip is golden Image, yer they urrerly retuſed to doe ſuch an 
a&t torbiden in Gods Law, aud did rather chule to yeeld their 
bodies to death and to be bumedin his hot tiery Fgrnace: And 
fo likewiſe Danzel chat holy ſeruant of God, ſo tamous in his 
time for learning wiſdome and favour with God, he regarded 


-not the Decree of the wicked Princes which reftrained him 


tromthe worſhip of his God and from praing ro him for the 
_=_ thirty dayes'under paine of being calimeo the den of 
10ns , but notwithſtanding it was contirmed by his great 


Lord aud King Darius and tealed with his Seale, he wonld not 


refraine from his conſtanc courte & cuſtom of praver and wor» 
ſhip of his God, wick he knew to be a dug: y daly and comwu- 
ally required by the divine Lawzand did Chufe rather to forgoe 
allthe honours and promotions which the King had beſtowed 
on him, andto be caſt uno the denof Lions, then to difobey 


.Gods Commandemene by obeying the Kings decree: and ſuch 


Hach the opinion, reſolution and yraftice of all Gods noble 
Wortheys and faithful ſerevants beenin all ages. Whercfore let 
me here be bold to ſpend ſome few words 1 arguing againſt, 
and conuincing the blind carnal wicked world, and in ditcove- 
=_ that wiſdome which is commonly callen State-policy, to 
be folly and enmity agataſt God,which | wil do very breitly by 
anſwering and taking away thoſe foolifh excuſes of carnal rzen 
Which are as vaine and unable to ſhroud and detend themrfrom 
the ſaine of fin and Gods juſt wrath, as the fig-leaves patched 
together by our firſt parents were unfit to cover their nakedneyy #. _ © 
Some when they are commanded by great Potentates & cru= ® 
ell Tyrants to worſhip Godin Images and in Altars of wood 


and tone 0r the like,or are forbidden to profeſſe the truth and +2 


true religion and to praftice the holy worthip of God, that un-- 4 'F 
der pain of death, perſecution,impriſonmenc , ſpoyling of their * 
goods,and loſſe of all worldly ſubſtance/hey are very &agward ** 
and earneſt ro pleid,thar authority mult be obeyed & the pows- 

ers muſt not be reſiſted,and that it is no wiſedome to undergoe 
tofſe of goods,liberty and life for conſcience and needleſſe tear 

of breaking Gods Commandements/Bur let me tell ſuch plea» 
ders,that Epbraim,& the Ifraelits of the ten Tribes had as good 2 
plea,and the ſame excule tor their forſaking of the Covenant of 
the Lord,& for worſhipping of Baal,Calves, Idols & Groves, 
inthe daiesof leroboam, Abab& other wicked kings;their Krmgs 
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(14) 
cep thery {rem going upto wewſhip:God at Ierufalem, leſt by 
tharmteond they mughtbedrawneaway and revolt to the houte 
*f David, and reumte themielves tothe Kingdome of Iudab ; 
Allolome of thejr Kings, were eruell T'yranes whick perſecu- 
-il the true Prophets and woutheppers oft Gods and by jeare of 
«iearh_ avd, 0 hcrgreat penalties korced and.compelied men to 
com mic kdolarys; 25 weread inthe dayes of Ahabanil Jayabol 
and 35S appedres by Eie;complaiet unto God, t\Kmg.19; And 
ver thizs 44/25:30iexcule of the peoples kdolatry and Hnnes for 
Epbyaryryvas qppreſicd and brokgn.in judgement becaule hee 
wilhogly. walked atter rroboamy commandement,. as Heſeate» 
fiitiechs Heſ:5-4 1, Ang becaule they kept the Seawtes of Qum, 
doing the workes of the hqule of d4hab,- and walking in their 
counlels, the, Lordigives this ſentence -agarnſt them by ,che 
Prophet Mieh2, That he will make thesr tend a deſolation, and then 
an hyſſng and reproagh; Micha 6. 16+ Our Saviour in the Goſpel 
diſcovers tw» us. how yane:andtrivolous all luch excuſes will be 
Found betoxethis. T ribunall, where hce fath,. that whoſoever 
loves houles, lands, goods,.of ite ir ſelfe-more then him inſ9% 
muclthat: chey will rather deny, and not conjtfle him before 
men, then indanger or loſe their life,l;berty, or w goods, 
chey are not worthy to be couned- his Diſciples, and hee will 
deny them in the preſence of his Father and before his holy 
els; and asthey feared them who could kill the body,0n» 
Ivy and were not able to kill che Goule,more then God who could 
deſtroy both ſoule and body inheM 51 fo they ſhall loſe their 
life which they loved more then him. they ſhall alfo be exclu« 
dedfromlite eternally and (@o.calt wholly both ſowles and bo= 
dies mo kell, to the fire which-never ſhall be quenched, and 


{ve andperith ereruatly, Mathis 0.28. Mark 8.35 buki9.24+ 


Secongh\, whereas.qathes are to be giver-and takenintruch, in 
1u&2cments and righteonſiefle; iler. 4.2. Th At IS, men mult Nat 


Calm ww Cweare any falſe thing! but onely. what is. true , neither. to 
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raiſe vptrife, wer ro dove umury,ornto lurrahy man; but (@ put 
an endo ſtrife by laying aper-ingudgement things asſhey are, 
neicher muſtahey bind chemtelvesdy oarh ro doe any vain, tn 
jnſt.or wckednganit Chriltzen chany, or to Execune' 2y W)-, 
Laofall atbce: Now there: ato end. have beenewn all: ages dis 
vers policcworldlings avd cowardly Hypocrites, who whes: 
vaine or fatull oathes are impaled on them, ſach as the E1- 
d:rs and Noutes of lexreel impuled os thewicked men whom: 
they tet up: va Sweare.. lalicly that Nabeeth: blaſphere 
0 4 Go 


(P19) 
Godand the King 34 or fuch as the lewes tooke to kill Pals 
Aft. 23.4.2. orſuch as Traytors take toconceale or a&t Tre» 
fons 4 or, as many corrupe 4nen take! to. execute. unlawtull 
offices and unjuſt: delignasyayhich arc: hurttull and injurious 
to divers others ercher 1m Church or Common»-wealths If 
theſe-oathes be mpoted/by men of authority, who rule over 
themy or under great penalties, as trouble, vexation, impri- 
ſonment, and loſle ot liberty,.. or with hope of ſome preter« 
ment, profit, and gainey which they may reape by executing 
an unlawtull office;; they are ready to plead tor themſelyes 
that they are excuſable, becauſe they did cake fuch oathes, and 
doe execute ſuch offices by command of Superiours and in 
obedience to authoricy , and that otherwiſe they ſhould for- 
goea profitable office and trade which doth maintaine and 
enrich them and their Family, and ſhould be vexcd, troubled, 
fined, impoveriſhed, impriſoned, and depriyed ot their liber= 
tie. Bur'let mee anſwer ſuch in the words of Holy lob, chap. 
27. 8. What s the bope of the Hypocrite that he bath gained, when 
God taketh away la3 ſoule * Woat will bis gamefull office advantage 
bim when God fuiderh end jwdgeth bum guy for profuning biz boly 
Ordinance and taking bis Name in vame % Y ea, our Saviour fully 
anſwereedtſuch Hypocrites, and diſcovereth the folly of. ſuch 
worldly Politicians in expreſſe words, ſaying, hat is 4 man 
profited to gaine the whole World, and loſe bis owne ſpule ; ory. what 
Shall a mart giver exchange for bis ſoxte,, Match. 16. 26. All the 
4liberry.and freedome from and impriſonment; all che 
worldly profies, pleaſures, goods, and wealth which men 
purchale and procure to themſelves by their obſequjous obſer» 
ving vs ns obeying the authority and commandey 
menrs of men inthivgs contrary tothe Word and Law of Gedy 
will yeeld ther no comforr arall, but rather adde to thezr tor- 
ment in that: flaming fire wherein God will render vengeance 
to them, and puniſh them with everlaſting deſtrution trom 
his prefence and the glory of his power, and ſhut chem Ip 
with the Dewill and aed f(pirits in the priſon of. blackneſie 
-and darkneſſe for ever world without end. Laſtly, whereas 
many who are wiſe in their owne conceit, and molt politicke 
for the world Ind in wordly matters, when they are comman- 


ded as Doeg was by Seawl his lawfull King; co mangle, murder , 
and maſſacre the innocent ſervants of God, and to, oppreſſe 
and ſpoile them of _— lands and lives, as.che. Mobley, of 
Natoachs Gity wate by 
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26&-fealed with his Seeley or toexecute crueH aird bloudy' fer 
tences givers by Judges of anrighteaufneſle under rhe name 
and colour of the Law, by baling teprifon, -torturing:;and pu- 


riſhing Chriftian people men and women j'as. Sex! did when , 
H& was a perfecacor armed with Cammiſſion and Lecters from | 


the High Priefts, che wade themſelves and plead confi- 
dently, that it is no —_ re doe ſuch things, though 
m themſelves moſt unjuſt and _ to the Law of God, 
bur thar the 'ſinne and: grile lyes who y on.cheir Supertours, 
and on. 'the Judges, which by their authoricy| and imperious 
commands, doe impoſe upon them ſuch execurions, and they 
the execntioners fhall hever be called to account, nor under. 
- che punifhmenc of juſt revenge from God : Let all {ach 

e adrfionifhed by this Dorine, chat this rheit plea and per- 
Swafton will riever excuſe chem before God, but as they haye 


* *% 


2n hand in wicked workes, and ave executioners of -cruell and 


agncyeigobone, fo- they ſhall have their 4hare in che juſt 
privtſhmencs of fuch\heinous tran ons, and the'righreous 
ard fupreme Judge will cauſe juſt ahce te be executed on 
them alſor" {ris rife that{oduc perfivaders of others to 


y 
lled © 
and eatſcetotranſreſ Gods holy Commandements, ſhall 4 


hands, to ſhall they chiefly bezr the iſhmenc! 


wb By ateſequecdand led by them: 
fefi I nore 


oi 
prof daftildtion; Ahduldthey who are voluntarily mnftru. 
rieatsBP ue bets, or wickndncf they 
fall undoube nh - gy ry of which they 
#e pt Withthein, who ſer chem 'on worke to doe wic- 


” ke ys theie'is 'no way for them ro eſcape Gods reven 


| ng 
*<arſe'bucb Fieteiand ſorrow to irepentznee; . and b 
Meer} aro ere oo + ear 
Folly and wilfullrradaeſſe yee worldly Politirggns who are ſo 
wile 'to'worke Your-owne- Taitie,' who'by.' excuſes and 
«fubtile + fallacies of feſhly teaſon doe blinde'your owneeyes, 
and hardgn your hearts nor to repent; Alas }: what comfor: 
- wilt dCto youtharyourgreat Lords whom 'you' feared and 
1} ſaorences yer 


executed, 
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(7) 
executed, doe chiefely beare the curſe and puniſhment of that 
cruelty, injuſtice, and iniquity, which they aRed by your 
bands ? what eaſe or mitigation of ſorrow, paine, and griefe, 
will it be to you, that you ſee them leade the way and goe be- 
fore you £ when you alſo follow them at the heeles, and dance 
after them attendance unto Hell, there to remaine for eyer in 
the lake which burnes with fire and brimſtone, where the 
worme dyeth not, and the fire never goeth out, but burneth 
eternally, and 1s anquenchable world without end, From 
which wrath and eternall woe the Lord deliver us for his 
mercies ſake, and through the meritorious ſatisfaRion of the 
' Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer and Saviour ; To 
whom with the Father and the bleſſed Spur 
be all glory, honour and praiſe 
now and for ever, 
Amen, 
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